




















The World Health Organization (WHO) defines Essential Medicines as "those

that satisfy che priority health care needs of che popular:ion ''. They are intended 
to be available within the context of functioning health systems at all times in 
adequate amounts, in the appropriate dosage forms, with assured quality, and at 
a price the individual and the community can afford. Careful selection of a limited 
range of essential medicines results in higher quality of care for patients, better 
management and use, and cost effective use of health resources. Selection of 
medicines for primary and secondary level healthcare facilities follow U1sers' 
acceptance of pharmaceutical products that defines the availability of a medicine in 
a province. It is matter of great pride that we are presenting this revised and 
updated essential medicines list of Khyber Pakluunkhwa, 2017, which is a critical 
document for the quality of health services across the province. 

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa EML 2017 includes the medicines needed to, adequately 
address priority health tproblems of the province. All health sector public and 
private stakeholders are expected to seriously consider adopting this list as a way 
forward to guide the provincial government in use of essential and very essential 
medicines, which will determine its access and availability up to end user level. The 
district governments can play a pivotal role by encouraging procurement and supply 
chain management policies based on essential and very essential medicine concepts 
to promote the rational use of public resources. The Department of Health will 
make all efforts to improve patient care by making available quality medicines to the 
doorstep of each individual of this province. 

I would like to express my gratitude to the USAID/Pakistan for provi:ding this 
support through USAID GHSC-PSM Project f:or reviewing and updating province 
·focused standard EML for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The project's tangible support in
upgrading the supply chain management and development of EML will contribute
towards ensuring the governance and accountability within health systems.
Adapting the provincial list will ensure transparency and will ensure best value for
money in procurement, improved performance of health professionals. and
availability of quality medicines for the people of Khyber Pakhcunkhwa.

Muhammad Abid Majeed 
Secretary, 
Department of Health 
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
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In 2014, with the technical and financial support of USAID, the Department of 
Health, Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, developed province-focused EML in 
accordance with WHO standards for primary and secondary level health 
facilities. Per WHO guidelines for EML review each after two to three years, the 
Department of Health, Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with the technical 
and financial support of USAID funded Global Health Supply Chain Program­
Procurement and Supply Management (GHSC-PSM) project reviewed the EML 
following WHO's 20'h Model Essential Medicines List 2017, and updated after in­
depth consultations with all provincial stakeholders. Moreover, the health and 

r

medical professionals f om district health offices and public sector health 
institutions of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have also contributed and provided valuable 
inputs in updating the EML. Thereafter the provincial technical committee formed 
has revised and endorsed the updated EML in line with WHO guidelines. The 
revised and updated version of EML will be available at www.healthkp.gov.pk

I would like to express my deepest appreciation to all relevant public sector 
stakeholders, development partners, health specialists and medical professionals for 
reviewing, contributing, guiding and supporting the updated EML for primary and 
secondary healthcare facilities of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

The DOH highly appreciates the auspicious and productive support of 
USAID/Pakistan towards strengthening the health sector of the province. We also 
wish to appreciate Dr. Muhammad Tariq, Country Director, USAID GHSC-PSM 
Project Pakistan for his leadership role and his dedicated team for their devoted 
efforts and support provided in updating the EML. 

A1;,�. Dr. Shabina Raza 
Director General Health Services 
Department of Health 
Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
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